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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 7, 9 - 14, 17 - 23, 25 - 30, 33 - 39, 41 - 47 and 49 - 51 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bussick et al (US 
7,070,502). 

Claims 1 -4,17 -20, 33,34,35, 36, 38 and 49: Bussick discloses a game 
machine wherein the display consists of a static display and a changing display. 
Bussick discloses a game machine that provides a player with increased chances to win 
awards and money based upon what type of symbols are displayed on the static display 
and what type of symbols are displayed on the changing display. Bussick discloses a 
reel game wherein the player is awarded based upon the winning combinations that are 
found on specified regions of the reels such as paylines. Bussick discloses awarding 
payouts to a player based upon winning combinations found upon a "static display", 
wherein the Examiner is interpreting "static display" to mean the display immediately 
after the reels stop spinning, and a "changing display", wherein the Examiner is 
interpreting "changing display" to mean the display after the reels change to display new 
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winning combinations due to special symbols such as wild symbols (2:35 - 56, 2:57 - 3: 
12). Bussick discloses the operation of the game machine as can be demonstrated by 
FIGS 5A - 1 5B and the accompanying explanation. To illustrate, the Examiner draws 
attention to FIGS 5A and 5B. After a player actuates the game machine and causes the 
game machine to spin the reels, the reels will display randomly generated symbols. 
Some of the randomly generated symbols will be wild symbols. In the first step of 
awarding players the game will award the players with payouts based upon the amount 
and different types of winning combinations that are found on the paylines. This takes 
into account winning paylines based upon wild symbols that substitute for other symbols 
in a winning combination. This takes place during the static display. In the second step 
of awarding players with payouts the display "changes" by substituting regular symbols 
with the wild symbols and the player is awarded payouts for the new combinations 
made by the newly change symbols. The payouts determined in the second step are 
added to the payouts determined in the step (7:47 - 8:16). Thus as can be seen the 
game machine has to find or determine the symbols to be changed to wild symbols. 
Thus, the symbols to be changed are accounted for in some way such as by counting or 
measuring how many there are in any given display. The player is awarded points or 
payouts based upon the number of them and how many winning combinations are 
made before and after the change. 

Claims 5, 21, 37 and 50: Bussick discloses a paytable that determines how 
much the player is awarded based upon the number of winning symbols in the display 
(7:3-17). 
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Claims 6, 7, 22, 23 and 39: Bussick discloses a reel display region that is used 
to display the static and changing display. When symbols are displayed upon 
appropriate paylines ore special regions, the player is awarded payouts (FIGS 5A- 
15B). 

Claims 9, 10, 25, 26, 41, 43, 44, 45 and 47: Bussick discloses a game machine 
wherein the machine operates in such a way to change designated symbols on a static 
and changing reel display into wild symbols as discussed in reference to claim 1. 
However Bussick also discloses an alternate method wherein instead of replacing the 
symbols on the static display and changing display with wild symbols, the game 
machine will replace one or more symbols with one or more different symbols. The 
replacement is not a wild symbol (Bussick 1 1 :45 - 54). The game then proceeds in a 
similar two step evaluation of the achieved winning combinations on the static display 
and the changing display, before and after the replacement (1 1 :45 - 54). This 
replacement of symbols with subsymbols is done randomly in that the initial selection of 
symbols is a random selection of symbols to be displayed on the reels. Thus, any 
subsequent selection of subsymbols based upon the already randomly selected 
symbols would also be random. 

Claims 11, 27, 42 and 51: Bussick discloses a game machine that selects 
symbols to be changed into other symbols. After the symbols are changed into 
subsequent symbols the newly changed symbols can be thought of as "special" 
symbols. 
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Claims 12 - 14, 28 - 30 and 46: Bussick discloses a plurality of special region 
displays that are known commonly referred to as paylines (Bussick FIG 6A, 6B, 
reference #56a,b,c). Bussick further discloses that when designated symbols are 
displayed on the display one or more of them can be changed into a plurality of other 
different symbols (i.e. sub-symbols), as discussed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 8, 24 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bussick et al (US 7,070,502) in view of Walker (US 6,203,430). 

Claims 8, 24 and 40: Bussick discloses a game machine that counts the 
number of times a designated symbol is displayed on the reels and awards payouts 
based upon that particular symbol and the combinations that it makes. Bussick does 
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not disclose displaying a count wherein the count is how many times that the symbol 
was displayed on the reels. Walker discloses a game machine wherein designated 
symbols are tracked and counted. The number of times that the symbol is counted is 
displayed upon the game machine display. The player is awarded payouts based upon 
the count reaching specific thresholds (Walker 3:42 - 51 , FIG 3B). It would be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a symbol tracking and display feature to 
Bussick as it would increase it increases the excitement, anticipation and enjoyment of 
playing a slot machine. The user would be able to see how close immediately how 
many particular symbols have been displayed on the reels. 

Claims 15, 16, 31, 32, 48, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bussick et al (US 7,070,502) in view of Berman (US 
2003/0045345). 

Claims 15, 16, 31, 32, 48, 52 and 53: Bussick discloses the use of special 
regions such as paylines to determine when winning combinations are present on the 
display screen. However Bussick does not discloses the use of randomly generated 
special regions or randomly generated paylines. Berman discloses the use of dynamic 
paylines that are generated base upon curtains symbols being displayed on the symbol 
display screen (Berman par 0035 - 0040). Due to the fact that the symbols are 
randomly determined, the dynamic paylines are also randomly determined. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Bussick in view of Berman to provide 
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randomly generated paylines. This would create a more exciting game for the player, 
as they would not be able to anticipate what paylines are available. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross A. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
591 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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